TUESDAY TIMES May 12, 2026

St. Mary’s Catholic School

www.stmaryscatholicchesteril.org

8th GRADE GRADUATION THIS SATURDAY IN CHURCH AT 4:00 P.M.
Today is the last regular school day for the 8th Grade. Congratulations! We ask God to give
you every blessing for your future studies and plans! You will be tremendously missed at SMS!

FROM THE PRINCIPAL ...

We had a wonderful Field Day at Fort Kaskaskia Park yesterday with Mass, games, animals,
lunch, and an excellent guided tour of the Pierre Menard Home by Mr. Shane Wagner for
5th-8th grade. The weather was perfect for our last big all-school event of the year. We thank
all of our families for choosing St. Mary’s! Have a great summer break!

SAINT OF THE WEEK

Meet St. Damien of Molokai
My Feast Day: May 10
| am the patron saint of people with leprosy.
| was born in Belgium in 1840.
My siblings joined religious orders when | was young.
| attended school until | was 13, then helped sustain my family's farm
until | was old enough to join a religious order too.
In 1864, my brother (in the same order) was supposed to preach in
Hawaii, but became too ill, so | took his place.
| was not educated enough to be ordained a priest immediately, but |
eventually was ordained on the island and spent 9 years preaching.
In 1873, | joined a leper colony on the Kalaupapa Peninsula on
Moloka'i which was in dire need of physical and spiritual organization.
| served and lived in the leper colony for 16 years, and eventually died
from leprosy on April 15, 1889.
My death date is a minor holiday in Hawaii.
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